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\ The third of a four-part series to be concluled next weel: y 


| By Abdul Basit ‘Naeem _ 
t. As I stated in my article in last week’s issue of MU- 


‘_-_ 
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HAMMAD SPEAKS, I had reasons for refusing to cooperate 
with the late Maicolm X in such matters gs appearing with 
ihim on his lectures at universities and on radio and televi- 


‘sion interviews. 
ll instances. 
r each specific occasion. 


Let us take, first of all, the 
med Mike Wallace TV pro- 
gram (produced several] 
years ago) called ‘‘The Hate 
That Hate Produced... ’’l 
had refused to have. any- 
thing to do with it because 
the idea of this program 
originated mot with the pro- 
ducers but with an ‘“‘ambi- 
{tous American Muslim (of 
West Indies background) 
known at the time to be 
;avowedly hostile to the Hon-' 
@rable Elijah Muhammad. 

.It was he, according to my 
information, who had ap- 
proached and, with the help 
of “‘m utual! friends in the 
a@works,’’ 
Wallace to produce the tele- 
<apsst—whose original script, 
‘ireidentally, was supposed 
\to have included a lengthy 
‘‘anti- Muhammad  tirade”’ 
volunteered by the ‘‘r. : y al 
Muslim leader."* — 


* 
2. 


persuaded Mr. 


These were not necessarily identical in 
I shall, therefore, mention specific reasons 


this racist movement... 
Thus, it is that while Brother 
Malcolm gave enthusiastic 
approval to the Wallace 
project and eagerly cooper- 


jated with the show’s respon- 


sible staff, I, for one, re- 
mained totally disinterested 
—and doubtful that the teie- 
cast, as projected, would ac- 
tually benefit the Muslims’ 
cause: I was not prepared, 
therefore, to participate in a 
program which, in my con- 
sidered judgment, was likely 
to do more harm than good 
to the “‘young and precious”’ 
Nation of Islam in America. 


A SECOND SPECIFIC in- 
stance I recall was when 
Brother Malcolm invited me 
to come along with him to 
appear at a series of talks 
he was scheduled to deliver 
at several eastern university 
s particular 


The ”Messenger’s adver- 
sary had hoped to gain, 
e Wallace expose, 

; ‘much public sympathy”’ for jessa 
own Islamic propagation 
ovement. He-had specu- 
Bated, I believe, that even if 
e program falled to gener- 
te any ‘Support for his or- 
ganization,- it would “un- 
tediy cause irreparable 
e-40 the mission of the 
rable -Elijah Muham- 
} and hasten the doani of 


<p Mia 


care 


occasion, I simply asked 
the brother Minister to “‘. . 

first secure for me the nec- 
essary approval of the Hon- 
orable . -Messenger.’’. - (This: 
was, I confess, my own spe- 
cial -way of ~ ie 9 
whether or not Brother 
colm was actually keeping 
his leader and teacher, the 
Honorable Elijah Muham- 
mad, fully informed of his 
various *‘non-ministerial*’ 


undertatings.), As far as I| .-.« 
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| ‘Why, At Times, ‘TRetused | 
| To Cooperate With Malcolm’ 


know, Malcolm never ‘made. 
that call in my behalf ...In. 
fact, he never touched that 
subject again, though we 
met a number of times dur- 
ing the weeks that followed. . 


On another occasion, I re- 
member, Malcolm ZX gave 
me a batch of newspapers— 
or rather, student publica- 
tions issued by some of the 
schools he had visited as a 
guest speaker. Each of these 
contained a report on his 
“local’’ appearance and a 
few excerpts from his . 
speech. Brother Malcolm 
asked me if I would consider 
preparing an article describ- 
ing his ‘‘lecture tour'’’ based 
on the write-ups in the said 
publications -and send it 
(‘on your own’’) to -—MU- . 
HAMMAD SPEAKS. Curious 
to examine those student | 
newspapers at length; I ac- 
cepted the assignment and 
told Brother Maicolm that 
I would try to oblige him. 


As I began to work on his 
material a few days later, 
however, I couldn't help but 
notice that practically all the 
write-ups glorified ‘‘Mr. X"" . 
and mentioned little or — 
(comparatively) nothing of 
the very source of his know)- - 
edge, eloquéncé ana ak Or” 


persuasion — the Honorable 0 
Elijah Muhammad. —Realiz- Pca 
ing, thus, that my brother /(° 


Minister's -assignment -con- 
istituted a severe tmposition 
I decided not to To, yh 
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appointment, at the Mus- 
lims’ Shabazz Restaurant in 


= wee To Qe 


unusually depressed mood. 
‘Never before had I seen him 
looking as dejected and wor- 
ried as he did then. Af first, 
the did not even wish to 
speak to me; he said he suf- 
fered from a headache, 


‘caused by sustained sleep- 
lessness. Then, perhaps by a 
slip of tongue, suddenly he 
jmentioned, almost in a whis- 
‘|per, that **... I’ve just had 
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Harlem—I found him in an} 


‘Why I RefusédTo . - 
- Cooperate With Malcolm’ 


haven't had any member- 


in over a year. . 
tongue, 


much of your time ‘fishing’ 
in the wrong waters... ”’ 
Malcolm X was silent for a 
good, iong minute. Then, 


with a faint smile and his 
head gently clasped between 
his fists, he muttered, “‘No 


. . . No, it isn’t that...” 


Seconds later, deciding all of 


a suddedn to ‘“‘go home,’’ he 


ot from his seat and as 
W ES walked toward_the door, 


ship gains on the east coast 
« . my 
too, somehow 
slipped and in one quick 


breath I pronounced, “‘May- 
be you've been spending too 


somehow only widened as’ 
ys eae as # 


he motioned to me and, with 

a grin that was not free of 
symptoms o7 anger, told me 
to “‘forget about that article 
. ... and keep those papers ff 
you want to.... ai 


THE POINTS OF FRIC- 
TION such as those de- 
scribed above did not, of 
course, lead to a termination 
of the mutual, fraternal re- 
lationship existing between 
Brother Malcolm X and my- 
self. They did, nevertheless, 
develop into a “‘gulf of iced 
water’ between us that 
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[Trial On 
Malcolm | 


Denying that the prosecu 
ition case against the killers 
jof the late Malcolm X had 
collapsed, New York Coun- 
ty District Attorney Frank 
S. Hogan told the Amster- 


_——— 


-E o 


dam News this week that/; 


— ——_—— 
—_=—V—“— = 


jhe has ordered his staff to| 
press the case for early 
{trial this fall. 

“There is absolutely no truth 
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(Contioued from Page One) 


to reports that the case is col-| 
lapsing, and as a matter of fact, 
it is either first or second on the). 
calendar of the cases which we 
have instructed Assistant District 
Attorney Vincent Dermody to) 


prosecute,” Hogan delcared. 
| Hogan's comments thus put an 


ifoating throughout the city th 
ithe three accused men, still 
ithe city prison awaiting trial, 


lend to rumors which have nat 


not face a trial. 


Set Date 


L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
*? 


REIS $5, UNCHASOTF , 
se 


Hogan said it was not cons “A 
ed long for a six months delay 


n Feb. 21, 1965. Another! 
por alle in the D.A.’s office, 
a@ that Mr. Dermody is on va-' 
ealion and would not return until 
aftir Labor Day when the case 
is on the Supreme Court doc: ' 
vet to have a definite trial date 
The three suspects, Norman | 
Butler, 28, of 661 Rosedale Ave., 
Bronx, Thomas 15X Johnsos, 30,} 
of 932 Bronx Park South, and! 
Thomas Hagan, 2, of Paterson, 
N.J., have bad a battery of six} 
lawyers essigned to represent 
them in the first degree murder 
trial in the killing of the nation- | 
ally — known black nationalist 
leader at the Audubon Ballroom. | 

} 
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Defense lawyers have indicated 

n that they believe two 
- ena ccused tm-the or on 
have airitght stories of being at 
other places at the time of the 
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| - “Five months ago the three 
; men accused of killing Mal- 
| colm X were arrested. 
° Today they are stil] in the 
“Tombs waiting for a murder 
“rial—a trial one defense law- 
“yer believes may never take 
‘place. 

The lawyer, who asked that 
-~his name be withheld, is one 
of sig assigned by the court to 
‘represent the trio. He said he 
; learned that the prose- 
‘ruti rom case has collapsed, and 


_ a is wrong with 
the DA's case or he would 
ave moved before this to get 


si re 
i vor Trial 


By SELWYN BAAB 
O/ the Worlé-Telegram 8tat/ 


a trial date. I understand the 
chief prosecution witness has 


died.” 
The lawyer said the witness, | 
was a police informer. 


Trouble Denied | 


A spokesman for Manhattan 
District Attorney Frank S. 
Hogan denied that the prose 
cution was having any trouble 


—— 


or that the trial was being 
purposely delayed. 
“A -six-month wait for a 


murder trial is not unusual 
and we expect that a trial date 
will’ be set in September,” 
Hogan's aice said. 

He also noted that two of 
the six defense lawyers had 
recently completed long ‘rials 
and they would have been un- 
prepared to proceed immedi- 


ately. . 

i Hogan has assigned Vincent 
Dermody, an assistant district 
attorney and one of the most 
highly regarded homicide pros- 
ecutors on his staff, to handle 
the case. Dermody, who will 
be on vacation until midSep 


—_— or. 
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tember, was unavailable for 
[eominent. 
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"Suspect Shot 


cated they would move soon to 
‘have the indictments dismissed 
‘if a trial date is not put on 
‘the criminal court calendar. 


- 


Malcolm X, 39, the militant 
black nationalist leader, was 
shot to death Feb. 21 while 
he was addressing 400 fol-; 
‘owers in the Audubon Ball- 
‘room, W. 166th St. and Broad- 
way. 

One suspect, Thomas Hagan. 
alias Talmadge Hayer, 22, of 
Paterson, N. J., was shot and 
‘wounded by one of Malcolm's 
‘bodyguards and captured by 
police outside the ballroom. 

On March 3, the police said 
i'they had solved the case with 
the arrest of two Muslim “en- 
forcers,” Norman 3X Butler, 
28, of 661 Rosedale Ave., and 
Thomas 15X Johnson, 30, of 
932 Bronx Park South, both of | 
the Bronx. 

j 


Johnson and Butler were 
free on bail on a shooting 
charge when they were picked. 
up. | , , 

Two defense lawyers indi-| 


Charles Beavers, one of 
Johnson's two lawyers, said: 
“If the DA doesn't Oring this 
case to trial in September then 
we will ask for a dismissal on 
the grounds Johnson is entitled 


tu-a-speady trial.”. were, 
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During February and March, 1965, photographs of 
individuals set forth below, were exhibited to the listed 
ind rmants of the New York Office to ascertain if they were 
connected with the assassination of MALCOLM X which 
occurred on February 21, 1965, at the Audubon Ballroon, 

New York City. These photographs had been received from 
the offices listed below and are being returned herewith. 
Additional copies of these photographs, which were printed 
and utilized by the New York Office, are being retained 

in the NYO in sase théy are need a subseque j.me 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO - SAC, NEW YORK (105-8999) DATE: 7212-65 


no: oh I 57 


SUBJECT: Malcolm X. Little 
IS.MMi 


Attached pamphlet was furnished to the NYO by anonymoue 
by letter dated 7-B-65 at—Brooklyn, NY- 


oes ere. ' seg AVN.!’: eG ». iD a 
Howie all S ACB S BD. : 


DATE 


Jo& 0553 -—@9¥/3 


SEARCHED 
SERIALIZED 


47¢ 


SPaaracis?- C $F 


fwmsenr= 
f= seem 


—_——- Ce Pred: 


.. from: MAY-JUNE 1965 SPARTACIST ; 


3 


Of all the national Negro leaders in this éountry, 
the one who was known uniquely for his militancy, 
intransigence, and refusal to be the liberals’ front- 
man has been shot down. This new political assas- 
sination is another indicator of the rising current 
of irrationality and individual terrorism which the 
decay of our society begets. Liberal] reaction is pre- 
dictable, and predictably disgusting. They are, of 
course, apposed to assassination, and some may ev: 
contribute to the fund for the education of Mal- 
ealm's children, but their mourning at the death af 
the head of world imperialism had a considerably 
greater ring of sincerity than their regret at the 
anurder of a black militant who wouldn't play their 


game. 


Black Muslims? 


The official story is that Black Muslims killed Mal- 
colm. But we should not hasten to accept this to 
date unproved hypothesis. The New York Police, 
for example, had good cause to be afraid of Malcolm, 
and with the vast resources of blackmail! and coer- 
cion which are at their disposal, they also had ample 
enportunity, and of course would have little reason 
to fear exposure were they Involved. At the same 


group, and in substituting religion for science, and 
color mysticism for rational analysis, they have a 


No Program 
WEhe main point, hawever, is not who killed Mal- 


galm, .but why could he ibe killed? In the literal 


of course, any man.ean be killed, but why 


was Malcolm particularly vulnerable? The answer 
to this question makes of Malcolm's death tragedy 
of the sharpest kind, and in the literal Greek sense. 
‘Liberals and Elijah have tried to make Malcolm a 
victim af his own (non-existent) doctrines of vio- 
lence. This is 
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but a righteous 

white America 

tion, prison 
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MALCOLM X 


harisma. When you heard Malcolm speak, even 
when you heard him say things that were wrong and 
confusing, you wanted to believe. Malcolm could 
move men deeply. He was the stuff of which mass 
leaders are made. Commencing his public life in the 
context of the apolitical, irrational religiosity and 
racial mysticism of the Muslim movement, dis break 
toward politicalness and rationality was slow, pain- 


even _ ful, and terribly incomplete. It is useless to speculate 


on how far it would have gone had he lived. He had 
entered prison a burgler, an addict, and a victim. He 
emerged a Muslim and a free man forever. Elijah 
Muhammed and the Lost-Found Nation of Islam 
were thus inextricably bound up with his personal 
emancipation. In any event, at the time of his death 
he had not yet developed a clear, explicit, and ration- 
ul social program. Nor had he led his followers in 
the kind of transitional struggle necessary to the 
creation of a successful mass movement. Lacking 
such a program, he could not develop cadres based on 
program. What cadre he had was based on Malcolm 
X instead. Hated and feared by the power structure, 


- and the focus of the paranoid feelings of his former 


colleagues, his charisma made him dangerous, and 
his lack of developed program and cadre made him 
vulnerable. His death by violence had a -high order 
of probability, as he himself clearly felt. 


Herole and Tragic Figure 

The murder of Malcolm, and the disastrous conse- 
quences flowing from that murder for Malcbim’s or- 
ganization and black militancy ia general, does not 
mean that the militant black movement can qlways 
‘be decapitated with a shotgun. True, there is an 
agonising gap in black leadership today. On the .one 
hand there are the segpectable servants of the liberal 
establishment; men like James Farmer whose con- 
temptible effort to blame Malcolm's murder on “Chi- 
nese Communists” will only hasten his eclipse as a 
leader, and on the other hand the ranks of the mili- 
tants have yet to produce a man with the leadership 
potential of Malcolm. But such leadership will even- 
tually be forthcoming. This is a statistica] as wel] as 
a social certainty. This leadership, building on the 
experience of others =~ aed emanci- 
pated from his religiosity, & movement in 
which the black masses and their allies can lead the 
third great American revolution. Then Malcolm X 
wvill be remembered by bleck and white alike as ea 
heroic and tragic figure in a dark period of our com- 
enan history. 7 ; y 
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Freedomways Associates, Incorporated 


Malcolm X was the founder and leader of 
the Muslim Mosque, Incorporated (MMI) 
and was assassinated in New York City on 
February 21, 1965. 


A characterization of the MMI is set 
forth in the appendix pages. 
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